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C.ILA. IsMaking -
‘A Speczal Target
- Of Latin Region

twnto;gle sanmﬁfem ted th

. In addition, the plans anm:xpa e
By PHILIP TAUBMAN .. | }formation; with the assistance of other
smu»mm-xu:mu "+ |1atin American nations,-of at Jeast ope

3 WASHINGTON, ‘Dec.’ 3 — United-
-Stata covert activities in Central
{ America, which began a year ago with
limited aims, ‘have become -the most
iambitious paramilitary and political
iaction operation’ mounted by the Cen-
‘tral Intellipence Agency in pearly a’
Qecade; ac:zﬂnxg 10 mtemgeoce oﬂT
mals. »
" With more than 150 agems based in
Bonduras and dozens more in neighbor-
‘ing countries, intelligence sources szid,
the C.1.A. bas devoted a large part of its
special operations staff to the ‘Central
American effort. Before it began, the
C.1.A. had fewer than a dozen paramili-
tary and political action specialists in
the region, the sources said.
\ Policy Called Unchanged -
" In Bonduras the C.1.A. has indirectly
provided money, training and military.
equipment to paramilitary groups,
whose avowed aim is the overthrow of ,
the lefuist Sandinist Government .in:
peighboring Nicaragua, according to’
American and Bonduran officials
familiar with the operations. -

That aim differs from the Reagan Ad-
ministration’s declared policy of tavor-
ing pegotiations with Nicaragua over
regional problems. :
~ Administration officials said tbe

-American policy toward Nicaragua had
pot changed. Intelligence-officials in-
sisted that the covert operations re-

mained limited in scope and did not ip-
‘volve any effort to averthrvw the San-

dinist Government.
~ The Central American operanons
‘have caused growing concern in Con:
gress, the Defense Department and the
-State Department. Some - officials fear:
that the activities may-. aggravate(
chronic political ‘instability: in the ml
gion and lead 1o eventual direct Ameri-|
‘can military” }nvo)vptgc;qt Ihere ’rhey
Fpishifear that\the ‘efforts of
*are dependent on- exn-emxst groups £
mm:otwntrol -
* Members of the Seoate Intelhgw
*Committee, concerned that the Reagag’
Administration has pot kept them fully’
‘informed =about developments, have
asked their chairman, Barry Goldwa-
ter, Republican of Arizona, to schedule
"a hearing with top C.I.A. officials .be~
‘fore the end of the month. :
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‘ alternative Nicaraguan political leader
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At t issue is a series of im.erlockmg
-zperabonswbosemrgetxstheNxcam
guan Government. [

As y pmposedand approved

_ ExilesDividedonIssoe + '
There are contradictory: accounts |
about whether Mr. Pastora accepted :

ongmall
hv?rmdent Reamlaw_yw ‘LheJ'tbe offer. He bas repeatedly dm&c

ions-called. for financing moder-
ate elements in Nicaragua and trying to
identify and
| cal leaders who could ga.!vamz.e opposi-

-paramilitary - force’ .10 imerdict arms/
supphm to ‘guerrillas in El Salvador.

The Administration asserted taat Cuba
a.nd the &met Union, -with help from,

dmnmmugmtsthrmgh.ﬁnndms.
“The plans specifically ‘excluded any
- etfort that involved supporters of Anas-

1879, and did not contemplate paramili-
Sandinist Government.

ing in discussions at the National Se-
curity Council that jt would be counter-]
productive to work with Somoza sup-
porters,” said an Administration offi-
cial who pa!'ocxpated in the discussions.

Tbe architects of tbe plan, and its

main a tes, a toAd.mmxs-
cials, were

tration
State A}exander M. Raig Jr., who r&
signed this year, Tbomas O. Enders,
Assistant Secretary for Inter-American
Affairs, apd William J. Casey, the Di-
rector of Central Imelligence.

American intelligence officials said
there was no link between the C.I.A.
and a series of military training camps
in Florida and California operated by
Cuban and Nicaraguan exile groups.
Nicaraguan exile leaders familiar with

America also denied thatthe American
[camps were used for-training by the
paramilitary groups eagaged in the
covert operations.

Although the exact pature of the cur-
rent operations is difficult to determine
because of their secrecy and complex-
jty, the C.I.A. has provided money and
equipment through intermediaries to
paramilitary groups, including former
Somoza supporters, that have opened a
military offensive inside Nicaragua
aimed at destabilizing the Government.

Initially, according to American and
-Honduran officials, the C.I.A.’s opere-
‘tions were limited. On the political
:fromt, the agency’s search for a popular,

Jed quickly to Edén Pastora Gomez, a
Sandinist revolutionary hero known as
Commander Zero ‘who was living  in:
en]einCost:matterabreakthh
i the Sandinists last year.- -

According 1o American mtelhgence
ofﬁcxals Mr. Pastora was approached
nby the CIA through intermediaries
and offered financial assistance if he
would publically call for the overthrow
of the Sandinist Government and organ-
l ize political opposition.

H
)

support Nicaraguan politi-

~-secretly. shipping’
amuntpau;!nihe&a]va—l

i tasio Somoza Debayle, the Nicaraguan b
leader overthrown by the Sandinists in{

tary operations designed to topple the|
*There was a very clea.nmdm'sta.nd-’

the anti-Sandinist activities in Central |;

making any deal with the C.LA., but |
several American officials !
said they believed an accommodanon
was reached. ‘
Mr. Pastora’s nsemlne&s to the
C.L.A., whbether or not he was receiving
aidfromWashington,wasmarginalb&.
cause the Nicaraguan exile community
was dmded on tbe suhgeaof his )aader-f
ship. - o _
Ontheparamhtarytrmt.theC.I.A.
with President Reagan's approval,
tried furmeling aid through otber Latin’
Armerican nations to suppaort the forma. |
g&fndn'amngofarmedmtsmﬂmw

Argentina, which already had close
relations with the Honduran military
iand bad been belping train paramili-
tary forces, became the main conduit
for the aid, Americap imelligence crfﬁ-
cials said.

The C. I.A. also worked with imelli- |
gence and military services in Vene-
melaandColumbxa,amdmgtotbae
officials.

The operations in 'Honduras are su-
ised by the American Ambassador,
John D. Negroponte, who works closely
with senior " intelligence officials in
f| Washington, including Mr. Casey of the
C.I.A. Mr. Casey visited Tegucigalpa,
the Honduran capital, in May to review
the activities, intelligence officials said.
Reliance on the Argentines, however,
turped out to be @ mixed blessing, ac-
cording to American intelligence otfi-
cials. Because the Argentines had long
been establisbed in Hopduras, they
were reportedly somewhat resentful of
the sudden American involvement.
Later, after the Reagan Administra-
tion threw its support behind Britain in
the war over the Falkland Islands, Ar-
gentine withdrew many of its military
and intelligence cfﬁcers trom Hon-
duras. ‘
More important, the reliance oo Ar-
geotina drew the United States indi-
rectly into support of paramilitary units
that seek to overthrow the Sandimists




